% | VEPARTLENT OF THE ARY
11TH AVIATION GROUP

15T CAVALRY LIVISION (AM)

AP0 San Froncisco 96490

21 April 1969
T0: CC‘-IILL...HC"iné General - _ l
1st Cavalry Division ( Airmobile) 1
ATT.'s AVDLAG=AD | L
ARC 96490

1. Reco. ﬁ:ld thet Mhe 227th Aviation Battalion (Assault Hellccpter), 1st Cav-
elry Division (Airmobile), be awarded the Valorous Uni't Auard for its combat .

- operations on 6 lMarch 1969.

2, The 227th Bettalion provided the essualt lift ships and the gun support
aireril: for 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile),

in the <.iduct of an eirmobile combat assavlt into a smell, isclated landing

zone (L' in the junzles of southern War Zone D, The landing zone was & three
ship arca suriounded by 100-foot trees. The landing surfice weas free of obste=-
cles, with & small, wooded, slightly elevated knoll in the ncrtheast corner,

Well concesled, heavily reinforced encuy bunkers were positioned along the south-
ern t.:o 1ina, providing excellent fields of fire over the entire LZ, ILnemy
weapous now known tc be in position at the time of the assault. included ,30 cali-
ber nackineguns, two ,50 caliber machineguns, and innumerable small arms and
autouat: : weepons firing positions, The initial 1ift was conducted by Company A,
227+h iviation Battalion (Asscult Helicopter). These airersft were covered by
AH~1G 2unships from Company D, 227th Battalion, Artillery preperations was pro-
vided by tube artillery and one section of aerial rocket artillery (ARA), The .
two initial lifts, in which thirty infantrymen were inscrted into the LZ, pre-
cipitated no enemy reaction, As the third lift weas sterted, however, the lead
aircraft and the troo;'s on the ground came under withering fire, wounding sev-
eral of the ground troops.and inflicting critical damege to the lead aircraft,
A subsegient attempt to reinforce the -LZ failed when the second lead aircraft,
despite intense covering fire by the gunships, also took mumerous rounds and
was rendered nonflyable.. As the conflict intensified and the need to reinforce
the ground troops became imperative, command of the avietion assets was assumed

- b the Commander, 227th Battalion upon his ar:ival at the scene of the action,

3. Battelion troop cerriers and gunship were called to the arza from a mejor
portion of the division Area of Operation (AO)., Aircrafi frcm each of the bat-
“a2lion's organic coupenies responded to the tectical emergency, as did addition-
al sections of ARA zircraft, Following an eirstrike of napelm along the south-
ern edges of the LZ and under the protective cover of a fusilade of 2,75" rocke
ets, 40m grenades, and/thousands of minigun rounds fired in closely cocridi~

nated suppression, the reinforcement wes again attempted, one ship at a time,
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Despite the hundreds of rockets erpenced into the bunkered arca, ewen as the
eircraft were lending, the trocp ships repeatedly took round after round of -
enany fire. Without hcszta.,tiﬂl each eireraft comnander, in his turn, meade
his contribution to rclieve the pressure on the pinned down zround force,

As darkness. ep roached and furthar reinforcenent became irposzible, an air-
croft commander from Compony O, 227th Sattalion, voluntecred to meke a lest
e;fort to evacuate six badly uounded infantrymen. As he successfully executed
this nedical evecuation, 36 enemy rounds impacted into his aireroft, criti-
celly dameging it, cnd wounding three of the persons aboard the al rc.;.af'l;.
The final testiiony of the 227th Battalion's dedicaticn and perserverance
cene as the aircreft comuender from Company B, 227th, in the face of re-

r.

lentless automatic wegpons fire, ande two separate ar;munition resupply runs

to the eubzttled forces, The dedication of the officers and men of the 227th
Helicopter Zattalion to the ground combat infantrymen can be no more irre- |
futasbly proven, As the crisis deepened and the position ofthe grouncd troops
became nere tenuous, the nore intense became the eiforts of the battalion to
prevail cver the enamy., As the situction beceme more cdengorous, the crews -
and thei: helicopters ceme from throughout the division area to volunteer
their e° .ris, Including AlA sections in support of the operation, oveér for-
ty helicosvers were eaployed end between 1300 and 1400 2,75" rockets were ex-—
pended. osufficient reinforcemcats and the decimetion of the cneny by the awe-
sone force of aericl fircpower enabled the friendly force in the LZ to survive
the nigzht without further losses.

2, During the cction bricfly described cbove, the men of thc 227th Aviation.

- 0

Battali-u (AH) displeyed unylelding, unrcmitting courcge, steadfast determi-
notion, =nd &n indomitcble fighting spirit, true symbols of & velorous unit.

/s/Foy Fice
/t/FOY RiCE
COL, IKF

Cozmanding
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AVDACG (21 Apr 69) 1lst Ind
SUBJECT: Award of the Valorous Unit Award

DA, Headquarters, lst Cavalny'ﬁi?ision.(Airmobile), APO 96490
THRU: Commanding General, II Field Force, Vietnam, APO 96266
TO: Commanding General, United States Aruy, Vietnam, APO 96375

l. The recommencation for award of the Valorous Unit Award to the 227th
Aviation Battalion (Assault Helicopter), lst Cavalry Division (4Lirmobile)
for heroism in action on 6 March 1969 has'been revritten to better
cescribe the heroic actions of the battalion,

2. The performance of the 227th Aviation Battalion on 6 March 1969 is

one of the finest examples I know of the combined application of the
varied capabilities of an airmobile division aviation battalion, The
actions of the battalion on that day turned what was an untenable
situation into a significant military victory. This was the result of

all elements of the battalion working in concert under inspired leadership
at all levels and in such a manner that the numerous indivicdual acts of
valor could not be easily distinguished from the heroic concuct of the

entire battalion,

3., I strongly recommend approval of the Valorous Unit Award to the 227th
Lviztion Battalion (AH) for heroism in the execution of its mission on

6 March 1969,

/%Lf
6 Incl B, HOBERTS
nc MaJar General, USA

Commanding



Totals Asgigned LEA WHA 1A CAP
227th Avn Bn - 56 0 3 0 e
Co. C, 18t En, 12th Cav ~ 108 A 8 0 -0
Enemy Forces
Letimeted Strength ' - Bo unt ~ Probsble Casualties Cap
Letimated WVA Comi-any Unknown Heavy 0
Only parts of : _
humen bodics
found

/s/Willt 1 G, Wood
/Jt/WiL i 4 G, WCCD
1LT, #&

Assistarc Adjutant

5 2" ,..-':"'""-l1. ﬂ .
1LT, AGC . w
Asst AG ;
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LISTINGS OF UNTITS /CTULLLY FUES T 4D PARTICIPATING ....-
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PARTICIPATING UNITS
PART I, Units assignced ond recommended for award of the Valorous Unit Awerd,

Unit EERID © Previous US Unit Decorations
et Tl T e o AR
1, 227th Am Bn (aH) 6 March 1969 PUC 23 Oct 65 « 26 Nov 65

MIC 1 Sep 65 = 31 Oct 66

PART II, Units atteched and recommonded for awsrd of the Valorous Unit Award.

Unit Poriod 2rovious US Unit Decorations

Nono N/A N/A

PART III, Units assigned but not recommended for avard of the Valorous Unit

Aaxd, '-.

Unit Period Previougs 'S Docorctions and

e Datos

None N/A N/A

PART IV. Units participating but not rocommended for award of the Valorous
Unit Award,

Unit | . Provious US Unit Decorations

o G and Ditos

1. lst BN (a¥),l2th Cav 6 March 1969 e - . 28 Nov to 1 Dec 34

PUC (10LC; 230ct65 to 2gNoxgs
PUC (20LC: 200ctb6 to 3 0ot 66

/s8/Villiom G, Vood
/&/VILLIM G, WOOD
1LT, Fi
Asst MG




STLTEMENT ®

n 6 March 1969, while conducting o ccabat asscult into YT 190206,
Compeny C, lst Bettolion, 12th Cavalry and Company A, 227th Assault’
Helicopter Battalion were subjected to intense and continous hos-
tile fire fron a well entrenched enauly located strategically around the
lending zone, An engegenent of agpproxinetely five hours ensued
which precipatated individual and collective acts of gallontry by
representative ncnbers of the 227th Asscult Helicopter Battalion,

=

Conpletely disregerding the treanendous velume of eneryy fire, nembers
of 4,B,Cy and D Corpanies, 227th AHB, under the direction of LTC
Covington, the 227th LHB cormender, repectedly entored the "hot!
londing zone to bring reinforcenents, resupply, fire support and-
nedicel evacuation to the belcagured members of Conp‘__zw C, lst Bat

“talion, l12th Cavalry,

Despite the eneuy firc deinage to seven helicopters, ond the wounding

of a pilc %, crow chicf and dcor gunner, the aviction elanent continucd

tc suppo ' ~nd assist the ground forces, delivering 1300 rockets (2.75 in)
and ovor 2 000 rounds of mini-gun ammnition, The veliont and concerted
efforv *L'La nenbers cf 227th LHB forced a deternined encny to disengage,
prevant...-.: what could have been the complete decimation of fifty odd members
of Compeny C, lst Battalion, 12th Cavalry located in the lending zone, The
intrepid md tonacious performance rendcred by the nmembers of 227th AHB in
suPport ot their ground comrades con be o continuing inspiretion to every

oty avo.otor and richly descrves their designation as a valorous unit,

~ 8/Kerl R, Morton

t/KARL R, MORTON
Colonel, Infontry
Gonm,nding £k



On 6 March 1969, I wos engoged in a conbat assault in support of Company C,
1lst Battolion, 12th Cevelry, lst Cavalry Division (Air), The enemy woj.ted
wuntil we had placed six sorties of troops into the londing zone before they
opened up from innumersble. reinforced bunkers, raining AK-47 ond .30 celi-
ber machinegun fire upcn us, The troops already in the landing zone were pin-
ned down and the heavy fire mode additional flights into the area extremely
hazardous, Although the landing zone was large cnough for three or more
helicopters, we were instructed to go in single ship with a pair of gun~ _
ships from Ccmpany D, 227th Aviation Battalion (AH) as escorts, On my scc-
ond trip into the landing zone I was rcquested to pick up as many of the
wounded as pessible, | Thus I was on the ground for approxinately three mine-
utcs as the troops unloaded and the wounded were placed on board, A rein-
forced bunker with a2 ,30 caliber machinegun was vigible fifty yerds to
our front, When we received several rounds through our -windshield, I turned
the aircraoft 180 degrecs to protect the crew and wounded already on board,
Although ny cireraft tock thirty-six hits during..our short stay in the
londing z-ne, the Cobra gunship 67-15756, with Major John A, Little as air-
croft eracader and Warrant Officer Rickhard L. Harris as pilot and gunner
flew i~ ot slow above us the entire time, providing extremely heavy
supprest. o fire against the hostile positions, Moments af'ter we departed
the landiag zoney; I was forced to land the aircraft becouse of extensive
dennge to my transmission system, The safle gunshlp, having been informed
of wy go"'- ble need for on emergency lahding in an insecure aree, escort-
ed ny o' roraft until we reached safety. The close support, the diversion
creatcd ~nd tho outstanding suppresive firepower provided on our behalf
by the c~ew of the gunship was nost cert.o.'lnly a very nejor facter in the
succeesitul completion of ourmission, *

T

s/Paul T, Keil
t/PAUL T, KEIL

WOl AV
- Aviator

s/William G, Wood
t/WILLIAM G, WOOD
1LT, FA
Assistant Adjutant

/;
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On 6 *arch 1969, Comeony A, First Bettalion, Twelfth Cevelry, lst Covalry
Division (Airmobile) entcred o bunller complex and met fire from an estimated
company of North Vietnanesc Regula.rs. Corpany A, then noncuvered platoons to
the north and to the.south to determine the extent of tho corplex and to flank
it. All platoons were pinned down, Scout teans, artillery scricl rocket ar-
tillery, and tactical eirstrikes were called in ‘bo support the operation,

At 1425 hours, Company C, was combat assaulted into a landing zone(YT190-
206) to reinforce Company A, The landing zone was initially groeen and the first
gogele lifted off without incident, The element on the ground was then token
under heécvy fire by an estinated enery company dug in on the sou't.h& st and -
southwest sides of the landing zone,

| This force was arned with two ,50 cgliber and one.30 caliber machine guns,
and mnerous authonatiec wespeons and -B-40 rocket lcunchers, A totcl of eight
sections of aericl rocket artillery were on station for the cetion, expending
their ordincnce principslly on the southwesgt side of the "hot" landing zone,
A tactical oirstrike was called in loter in the afternoon, followed agein by
cerial »ocket artillery, ond supporting gunships fron the 227th Avistion Bot-
~telion, Then on cttampt was nade by the 1lift ships from the 227th tc rein-
force the elenent on the ground, Direction of.londing was changed twice dur-
ing the doy, trying unsuccessfully to cvoid the .50 celiber mochine guns,
Thrc:ughout the operation, soven circraft were declared non-flyocble because of
extensive botilie damoge suffered in the londing zone, Five of the helicopters
did successfully insert o total of thirty additional infentrymen into the hazard-

- ous position, Ths last helicopter piloted by Warrent Officer Paul T, Keil, not
only inscrted six fresh troops but evacuated six critically wounded as ‘Well,
Although the cireraft was hit over thirty tines, the pitlots were still able
to remowe the wounded fror: tho lr.nding zone,

The su;nort roeccived fron the 227th Aviation Battoalion (Asscult Helicopter)
during this operaotion wes outstanding, The flight leader, and gunship company
cormonder worked os recl professionals., The prescnce ﬂnd paxrticipation of the
Aviotion Bottalion cormander, porticularly at criticel noments, mede my job mmch
casier., I felt the whole operation was a real tean offort, The men who were
fighting on the ground had the opportunity to see the First Toa acting as a
tean under :axbremely dlfflcult combat condltions. ‘Ihey certainly appracla'bed
whet they saw,

Casuclties for 6 March 1969
A Company - 2 KIA; 9 WIA
C Copeany -~ 4 KIA; 9 WIA

s8/George L, MacGarrigle Jr,

t/GEORGE L. MACGARRIGLE JR,
LTC, INF

CO, lst Bn, l2'bh Ini'mtxy

v ;L4
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ST4TE T

On 6 Larch 1969, the 227th issault Helicopter Battalion becare engaged in a
combat cPeration in which the collective heroic actions of the indivicual
crewren involvec resulted in the battalion becoming eminently cualified for

the vglerous unit citation. In this action, to which crews from each of the
organic corpanies contributed a decisive share anc which was directed by the
227th cattalion Commancer, the lives of at least 30 infantrymen were saved.,
gssentially, the act was a watter of the aircraft crews flving their helicopters
into devastating fire, time and time again, to reinforce helplessly pinned

cdown infantryiien, extract wouncec, anc to resupply the troops with desperately
neecec armunition.

The action began with elements of Coupanv 4 anc Compamy D, 227th Battalion,
making a routine cowbat assault into a small lancing zone (IZ) east of Bien Hoa.
After the initial 1ift into the 1LZ, the inserted wmembers of the First Battalion,
Twelth Cavalry came uncer intense small arms and automatic weapons fire from
bunkers locatec along the eastern, southern, and western peripheries of the

LZ. Initial ground contact resulted in multiple numbers of friendly casualties.
Attempts to reinforce the troops in contact resulted in the 1lift aircraft
receiving heavy camage from the bunkered weapons. As the battle developed,
acditional aircraft were callec, l.ore battalion asircraft arrived from through-
out the civision area of operations (40), including helicopters from each of
the battalion's organic companies. These aircraft were intergrated into the
flight as they ariived and as others were camaged. A total of 15 aircraft from
four companies sustained battle cCamage as a result of the action. 4s I arrived
at the scene of the action, I took Cirection of the assault, From that point,
virtually all instructions came from me or ny subordinate commander, lajor

John Little, Commancer, Company L, 227th ZSattalion.

hlthough the SKYTLOOF:LS in the LZ fought desperately, they were helpless be-
fore entrenched weapons of an estimated reinforced NVA company. Since the IZ
was isolated from alternate LZ by hundreds of reters of jungle, reinforcements
were cirected into the same 1Z. Lespite an airstrike and rocket attacks by
Company D Cobra gunships and inmuserable sections of aerial rocket artillery
(AkA), in which almost 1400 2.75" rockets were fired, subsequent assaults into
the LZ were stubbornly contested by the NVA with heavy volumes of fire, ilein-
forcing troops of the 2/12th Cavalry aboard 227th troopships, covered by
suppressive fires of 227th and AlA Cobra rockets, AOim grensdes, and miniguns,
were coggedly fed into the embattled LZ for several hours. The action halted
only after nightfall had 1ace further helicopter operations into the LZ impos-
sible.

There was no final ceternination of the casualties inflictec on tie eneiy,
since the {riendly ground force was too weak to venture out of their defensive
nerimeter to malie an assessment. The 1IlVA evacuated their cdead and wouncec
during the night, leaving only pieces of human bodies scatterec throughout

the embattled area. Friencly casvalties were six cead and 18 woundec¢, There
is little coubt, however, that the 30 members of the 1/12th Cavalry, initially
liftec into the LZ, woulc have been ammihilated hac it not been for the superb
courage anG cecication of the officers anc ren of the 227th Assault helicopter
dattalion,

in 1667 I cirectecd a combat assauvlt of an hssault Helicopter Battalion uncer
virtvally identicel circumstances. As a result of that action, that batialion
7es awarced the valorous unit citetion, Comparatively, there was better
>attalion-wice representstion and equel cemonstration of collective valor in
the 227th action of 6 harch 1969, At no time c¢icd any crewman falter, any air-
craft coumander hesitate, or any gunship pilot cease to press the attack. The

- Jore dﬁ;gprate the infantrvman's plight becarie, tle more vigorously the rerbers
f?

of the .

/227th pressed their efforts, There is no way these nen and this unit
coulc/Have fope, more,
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o 6 larch 1969 while taking vart in mission 3J20, the following aircraft
were hit by hostile Tire, requiring the following amount of work to return them
to & il7able status: _

5717392 - 450 man hours to rapeir

6717424 -« 850 man hours to repair - o

68-1525) ~ tateside evacuated -~ LUALLAU

68.15354 - 600 man hours to repalr. -

6516294 ~ 250 man hours to repaix

57-17776 - 400 men hours to repeir

58-15226 - Otateside evacuated - AUIELC

57-17316 ~ 300 men lours (new eng) to repair

60-17790 - 100 man hours to ropair

67-17799 ~ 50 man hours to repair

87=17756 - 75 man hourg to repair

67-171,0 - 25 nan 2ours to repair
——;ﬁ:‘}ﬂ:‘( '01—11 C'/Z/ /__....._-_-__

e, 7
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26 MAR 1970
MH-SO(17 Mar 70) lst Ind
SUBJECT: Valorous Unit Award "’,f”’f
DA, Office, Chief of Military History, Washington, D. C. 20315 |

TO: Commanding Officer, U.S. Army Support Center, Philadelphia, 2800
South 20th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101

l. This is to certify that the 227th Aviation Battalion is entitled
to a Valorous Unit Award Streamer embroidered BIEN HOA PROVINCE.

2. A copy of the general orders announcing this award is inclosed.

FOR THE CHIEF OF MILITARY HISTORY:

1l Incl ~;;Z§;;ERT He.

nc Colonel, MI
Chief, Historical Services
Division
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